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MUSEUM COMMITTEE - ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25 
Over the course of the year the museum has acquired thirteen new items 
including two matching Tellurometers used by the British Antarctica Survey 
(2025/005.1 and 2025/005.2). These instruments were the 1970s state-of-
the-art instruments used for the accurate measurement of distances in 
surveying They are capable of consistently measuring distances in excess 
of 50 (fifty) km 

The Paxton Archive continues to grow with more than nearly 400 papers 
and other documents on a wide variety of historical and biographical civil 
engineering topics written by Professor Roland Paxton over several decades. 

 

 

The museum’s website has a world-
wide reach and continues to be 
visited by several hundred visitors 
each month. In the year ending 31 
July 2025 there were 5,689 
individual visitors and over 10,541 
views (“hits”) for the year. 

 

 

There have been improvements to the display of objects including the 
ship’s rudder (1991/10.1) repurposed for use as an anchor plate for the 
suspension cable on the Gattonside footbridge near Melrose (completed in 
1826). It is a very early example of surviving marine ironwork (if not the 
earliest known). The rudder has now been brought indoors for its greater 
protection and improved viewing. 

Following the clarification of its relationship with the ICE as owners of the collection, the museum is in 
the final stage of applying for accreditation with Museums Galleries Scotland. 

A series of eight themed videos has been added to the website to highlight objects in the collection. 
They include eminent engineers, surveyors’ chains and tapes and world-beating achievements. More 
videos will be added. 

If any members have items they think may be of interest to the museum please let us know. Contact 
details are provided on the museum website. 

We are always pleased to organise guided tours round the museum and again contact details are 
provided on the museum website. 

The museum website and online catalogue can be found at https://ice-museum-scotland.hw.ac.uk/. 
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