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AILTRACK was to-
day ordered to
spend millions to

restore the rusting
Forth Bridge.

In a shock report,
Government  experts

said they have found se-
rious deterioration of
the historic structure

8y JAMES McGHEE

_Environmeni Reporter '

The Health and Safety
Executive warned Rail-
track to repair the damage
by the end of next year and
improve maintenance - or
[ace court action

The report represents a
stuaning rebuke o Railtrack

FORTH
BRIDGE

bhosses. For a yesar they have

repaatodly insisted the 1046
yenr old  bridge's shabby
appearance was purely su-
perficial

And it was hailed oday as
full vindication of the
Evening News Paint Our
Bridge campaign

The inspectors say that al
though the bridge 15 safe to
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HE Forth bridge IS in a serious rusty state and
urgent actlongls needed to save it for futurti .

enerations. 15
ngth these two key findings, the Health & Safety}
Executive today confirmed what any day-tripper
with an ounce of common sense could see.
It's exactly what tgu Eveningl fglievq' Paint 0::” !
Bridge campaign and a panel of dis
pemimd w e:ﬁu took them out on a boat beneath-3
thebridge a year ago. ;

Andit’fex:nl wiutmﬂmckwouldnutldm;t o
It has tadkgn tb'ldlong for the truth to m\&lﬂ Ltgd -
today leading bridge campaigners applaude o iE
report which should secure the future of Scotland’s

“It's about time
bridge,” he sald.

badly Inluud bef
change,

We launched the success-
ful Paint Our Bridge cam-
ra]gn only weeks after a
ump of rusting metal nar-
rowly " missed ~pensloner
M.rltli Guichan (72), of
Forthside Terrace, as she
stood [n her garden,

Her . nelghbour  Nicola
Hardle (18) sald her family
had collected a box full of
metal from the bridge.

“It's definitely dangerous
atthe moment,” she said.

“The bridge Is falling to
pleces and nobody seems
E’h' doing anything about

Another neighbour, Kim
McMahon = (29), added:
“I've not been hit but I've
found bits of rust, metal
and wood In my back gar-
den, A
¢ Prossure

| “The bridge needs to be
properly maintalned and
the report. will hopefull
. put more pressure on Rall-
" trackto do something.”
‘Today rall commuter
Ewan Woodward (46), a
management  consultant
from North Queensferry,
sald: *1 stll feel safe but
am concerned about the
look of the bridge, It no
i .!omlrquh safe.
 Fellow rall ::::lngerinl
Little  (56), lier from
North Queensferry, sald: "It
will probably cost a fortune
but work needs to be done
;:{ 5'.[3 l;rrﬁblo to see the
¥ ¢ going to waste.”

an?ord ’Conodlh (51),
bl

go ‘to al r-
round maintenance,”

Colin * McKenzle (46), a
:ﬂdllllimrhr!mllb-

our, sald: “We are very
concerned . travelling
across every day,”
@ lronlcally recent repair
work on the bridge caused
problems when resident
Gary Bald Just missed be-

crush I:;ﬂh]ﬂng scaf-

early this month.
Steel tubes and wooden

‘We're scared
to live under
rusty hridye’

PEOPLE living In fear beneath the rusting rail bridge have
welcomed the hard-hitting report.
And commuters crossing the bridge today called for
urgent work to be carried out immediately,
omes in North Queensferry have been bombarded by
chunks of rusting debris from the crumbling Forth cross-

Ing.

?uul Cherry (21), of Helen Place, described how his
mother had a narrow escape when a plece of metal from
the bridge fell to the ground beside her.

gI: alitrack did something about the

*It was starting to look as If someone would have to get
?ﬂl’l action was taken but maybe that will

CARE: Crawford Conochle

planks crashed 120ft Into
the yard of a North Queens-
hr?ah“h o firm, missing
Mr Bald (29) by a few feet.
“Hu sald: *] welcome any-
ﬂlfng that could help ma
the bridge safer,”
Kathleen Porter (51), of
the Dingle, recalled how
the back window of her car
was shattered by falling
debris ust months agoe,

Terrified

She said: “A plank of
wood fell from the bridge
and crashed through my
car window, Luddlyﬂt was
durlng'm nlaht or | could
have beenin '

“What makes me laugh Is
that there are slgns wam-
Ing workmen to wear hard
hats under the bridge.

*I've got grandchildren
who come to visit me and
I'm terrified something will
fall on them.”

proudest monument.

day out, I will go on nag-
ng Railtrack and the
govemmem. to ask what
progress they are tl']l;lk-
Ing inca.ngm out these
recommen atﬁjns -

He said: “The Evening
News has had a very hon-
ourable um%u mtg role
in saving the nsge or the
Scottish people.”

Brian Donohoe MP
said: “There has been &
virtual cover up on the
state of the bridge.

Decay

“If one reads between
the lines, it is clear the
bridge is in a fairly
advanced state of de-
cay in sections and
Railtrack are now be-
ing brought to book.”

ouglas Smart, Scot-
tish ilway Develop-
ment Society honorary
secretary, said: “If money
has to be spent on savin,
the bridge Lhenkl woulg
accept Railtrack might
not be able to find it.”

“The money should
come from the Scottish
Office roads budget”.

Colin Aston, captain of
the Maid of the Forth
ferr{.lsnid. “I'm delighted
the HSE has established
that the bridge has suf-
fered, and is suffering,
serious damage.

“Railtrack hgs had
its backside kicked by
the HSE, The findings
of the report arein line
with what we suspect-
edallalong.”

Exchanges

The probe leading to to-
day’s report was ordered
in March last year after
rusting me falling
from the bridge’s north-
ern end sparked furious
Commons exchanges.

Transport inister
Steven Norris told the
HSE to report on the
structural integrity of
the bridge, identify parts
of the structure which
would have serious con-
sequences if they were to
fail or distort and make
recommendations on a
maintenance regime to
ensure its future,

In their detailed report

‘There has been
avirtual coverupj.
onthestateof §

“This report confirms everything we have been§
saying all along,” said Tam Da.lyel.l%cﬁ’.

“Day in and 3
-

News Special

by JAMES McGHEE }:

MARK CAMPANILE |
ALASTAIR ROSS

revealed at a South%AS:
Queensferry Press wn-’iig
ference y, the HSE'

makes a series of key m-%

ommendations.

The Executive stal
Railtrack should:
® Finish a structural as-
sessment and an overall ||
survey of the bridge's’:
condition; c i
® Get a full understand-;’
ing of how the worn and’ .}
corroded flexible jointa!
(bearings) between’ 58
bridge sections operate; #:h
@ Prepare an action plan

future upkeep and mon- /i
itoring of its condition; ) 3§
® Repair and p
suitable access to allo
maintenance work;

@ Reassess its capad|
to carry traffic loads be-'3
fore changing operating’
conditions. :

the bridge’ %'
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had their backsitdes

Kkicked, it's what we
uspected all along

Rt

4 &

its present amount of rail

mt. years of inadequate main-

has caused “significant de-
terioration”,

Stan Rnheruo?mHSE‘l chi;f -i“.?-
specting officer of railways, said: “We
were not alarmed, but we were dis-
satisfied, disappointed and con-
cerned to find parts of the bridge
| which had been left to deteriorate.”

Mlinbenmm‘ had been r for
many years, since before track
mokovui::h:ulylwf, and there was

a great riage of maintenance
records, E

“Railtrack has no choice but to ne-
up& responaibility” Mr Robertson
[
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“They have responsibility to main-
tain it in a safe condition.”

He added: “T acknowledge that Rail-
track already has wark in hand to
deal with some of our findings and
welcome this.

BRIDGE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“However, we have already given
Railtrack's directors formal notice of
our intention to issue Improvement
Notices to ensure that they tackle the

most important issues by the end of
December 1997." z

Rust

Mr Robertson said the bri
well built that it was still -&‘5:-::::1:;
sound, despite neglect,

But he said the structure would be
;t risk in future years if nothing was

one.

Railtrack director, Paul Prescott,
said hours before publication of the

oLy

DELIGHTED: Colin Aston Captain of the Mald of the Forth Is delighted work will be done on the bridge

MILLIONS TO BE SPENT ON

report that it had told the HSE of a
significant increase in maintenance
spending.

“Our view was that not only would
the bridge continue to be perfectly
safe, but that over time our plans
would permit its appearance to im-
prove too,” he said,

Later a Railtrack spokesman gaid
they already planned to gpend more
than £3 million on the bridge in the
next financial year.

“We too have carried out an in-
depth analysis and we are pre, aring
& maintenance plan which will pre-
ua:i;hn I;iddg::ndlrmm!yk:ho said.

engineering expert, Professor
Roland Paxton, uf He!:iobw:tt Uni-
versity, said: "] and others said a year
ago, when the Evening l‘!ews
launched its campaign, that the rust
problem was getting away from Rail-
track and this report confirms what
we said then ”

Points on the
way to action

TODAY'S revelations
come almost one year to
the day since the Govern-
ment was forced to order
an independent investi-
gation into the state of
the rotting Forth Bndge.
®0n February 3 last
year, the Scottish Office
said: “It's up to Rail-
track
® On February 22 Trans-
port Minister Steven Nor-
rs told the Commons an
independent inspection
had given the bridge the
all clear but later made a
U-turn saying there had
been “some misunder-
lundini and ordered an
SE probe,
®0n April 12
Evening News launched
our Paint Our Bridge
campaign

the

® Throughout April
there was wide.lpread
support for the News sug-
estion that an indepen-
ent trust should take
over the bridge.
@ On September 6, soon-
to-be-privatised Rail-
track announced profits
of £189 million and the
Evening News front page
headline told tuem:
“You've no excuse now.”
® On October 12, Rail-
track announced i1t was
doubling its  annual
painting budget
® On February 8, follow-
ing delay after delay in
uilhhlng the crucial
EISE report, Bnan Dono-
hoe MP demanded mare
urgency. And on March 12
scaffolding narrowly
missed Gary Bald, (29)

p— N P I

- omaLATA




