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THE WIZARDS

THOMAS GRAINGER.
(1794-1852).

Thomas Grainger was an outstanding Scottish railway engineer.
born on the 12th November 1794 at Gogar Green, Ratho, near Edinburgh, where
hig father farmed a small farm. Shortly after completing his education at
Edinburgh University, under the auspices of Professor Playfair, he was
engaged in the profession of land surveying., In 1816 his addrcss was
Mylnds Court in the Lawanmarket. The scope and neatness of Grainger's early
work is exemplified in two finely executed original surveys of Leith Walk
made by him in 1819 and 1823 (presumably for the Edinburgh Middle District
Road Trust). These drawings are still extant in the City Engineer's
Department and can be seen on application to the writer.

In 1826, the partnership of Grainger and Miller, land surveyors and
civil engineers, was formed with offices at 56 George Street, Edinburgh.
Grainger and Miller exercised the leading influence on Scottish trans—
portation engineering during the next two decades. Grainger was one of
the first engineers to appreciate the potentialities of steam locomotion
and he, perhaps more than any other Scottish engineer, was regponsgible for
the rapid growth of railways in Scotland in the first half of the nineteenth

century.

In 1830 and 1831, CGrainger and Miller were busily promoting the
Edinburgh and Glasgow railway project, calculating its economic viability
in part, on the basis of the number of passengers it could attract from
the stage coaches and the Union Canal flyboats. Among‘other important
works, Grainger was responsible for the execution of the Monkland and
Kirkintilloch Railway, one of the earliest lines in Scotland, the Edinburgh,
Leith and Newhaven Railway, the Edinburgh, Perth and Dundee Railway, the
Arbroath and Forfar Railway, and the Edinburgh and Bathgate Railway. He
also planned and carried into completion the East and West Yorkshire
Junction Railway, and the Leeds, Dewsbury and Manchester Railway. Like
many of his fellow engineers of that time, he had diversified interests and
his work also embraced the improvement of roads, water supply, harbours
and docks. He was twicc honoured with the Presidency of the Royal
Scottish Society of Arts. He died in July 1852 from injuries sustained in
a railway colligion,
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he SumnSFRANEET beceme a member of the Institution of Civil Engineers
7 wedn b oo g L His portrait, at present in the Ingtitution's
Headguarters in London, was painted by the famous Scottish artist, Sir John
Watson Gorden. The Insgtitution recently decided to find another home for
their portrait of this eminent Edinburgh engineer and readers will be
pleased to kmow that, thanks to the effort of the Museum Committee of the lﬁﬁh5w7h 4
East of Scotland Mg f the Institution and Professor A. Bolton, thig
fine oil painting has now been secured for the "Civils" Museum in

Edinburgh.
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