Dr Emory L. Kemp - a personal tribute
by Professor Roland Paxton, Emerftus Member

Emory commanting at Wheeling In 1553 £Paxton

The apinent Industrial archasolagist and engineering historian
O Emory Leland Kemp, born in Chicago on 1% Qctober 1931,
dierd from hieart fadlure at Morgantown Wi, on 20 January
2020, He ts survived by his wife Janet and three chifdren.

1 first met Emory In 1976 through my PHEW activities, We
corresponded and visited becoming firm friends, He was a
deveded Methodist of a philesophical bent who equated his
prefessianal and academic lIfe as analogous with the Pigrim’s

Progress. On seeing this copy he reflected on its pigrimn passing
through the wicket gate and a series of adwentures ending in
the Celestial City, a destination he wrote he hadn't reached Ina




professional way but In moving towards it he had “gained great
satisfaction in having made a cemmitment to academic life.”

From early in life Ermory had 3 long-standing interest in sclence
and mathematics and the creative aspects of building as
represented inarchitecture and civil engineering. He gntered
the Liniversity of linols at the ags of 16, graduating B.5. in
1952 with 'highest honots’. When there; during the Korean
Wiar, after first contemplating national service bn the Nawy, he
served in the LS. Army Corps of Engineersas an Asistant
Enginees from 1952-4, He was then awarded a Fulbright
Fallowship [1954-5] far study at Imperial College, London,
oiMaining his 00.C. In 1955, Whilst there, his interest.in
histerical engineering was whetted by Prof, AW, Skempton,
Afterwards, while engaged on a thesis at the University of
Longdon [h.5c.1958], he worked with Sir Bruce White, Wolfe
Barry on Kut Bridge in Ireg and thin-shell rool structures. Then,
with Ove Arup on the preliminary design of Sydney Opera
Howse, including its pre-stressed concrete concourse baams
with Sir Ted Happold, Then back to the University of IHingis
studying thearetical and applied structursl mechanics and
statically indeterminate structural analysis [Ph.D 1962),

From 196974 Emaory was head of the Civil Engineering
Department of West Virginka University and after, until 1589,
directed its History of Science and Technology Pragram, then
a5 Profestor and Founder Director of its Institute for the
History of Technology and Industrizl Archaeology datil 7002,
He taught classes in structural engineoring, mechanics,
histary, industrial archaeology, soclology &nd humanitias.

Emary’s distinctions included election to the Ordar of
Vandzlia for Distinguishad Service to Wast Virginig Unpersity,
ASCE's prestighous History and Hentoge Award and in 2000, 3
Vislting Research Fellowship at the University of Edinburgh
for which, with Robert Vogel, | was pleaded o suppart his
nomination. In 2003, aban ASCE annual meeting in Mashville |
was delighted to agree to provide international support to.a
nomdnation for Emory to be an Honarany Fellow [now
Distinguished Member] of ASCE which was ougoasiisl,

By tha time Emory retired fram full time work in 30603 ke had
more than sikty publications to bls name in the history of
technglogy and industrial archaeclogy, including five books as
avthor oreditor. As a presérvation engineer he had been
Invaheed in 3% projects, a mationally sipnificant achlevernent. He
was particularly interested in the preservation of historic
bridges and wrote about Capt. 8. Brown's "'most impressive
work’ Union Bridge, Thamas Paine's pontification, and Charlas
Ellet and Wheeling Bridge. In 1996 he cr-authored a paper on
*Edinburgh’s First Water Supply, invalving Desaguliars, a profect
he felt "tantamount to a revolution in by draulic engineering’
[Cfe Eng. intnl. Proc. ICE paper 11051, 1997, 45-49]. Liaison on
thase subects of mutual interest cernented cur friendship

For the annivarsary of Wheeling Bridpe, the world's kingest
span in 1849, Emory organised an intermational conference on
Histaric Bridges based on state-of-the-art research, atwhich [
greatly enjoyed his authoritative presentation on 'Charles Elet
Ir. and the Wheeling Suspension Bridge’ [PHEW Mewsletter 84].




Procecdings of
an International Conference

to Celebrate the
150th Anniversary of the
Wheeling Suspension Bridge

Ociaber 21-23, 1999

Fram tisme b time Emory gave bectieres in the UK at PHEW's
invitatian, one at the Roval Soclety of Edinburgh in 1992, ‘Early
from Suspensian and Timber Covered Bridges in the USA and
thedr restaration” being particelarly instructive and memarable,

Mast of ry contact with Emory weas from 1583 1o 2003 when
he was Director of tha [nstitute for the History of Technology
and Industrial Archaeology. During this period fwe perladicals
that he directed and edited; fulfilfing and sxemadifying the
Institute’s remit and its activities, were i3 Rewlew’ and "Field
Iores" of which he sent me copies for many years.

Emary was supportive of PHEW s work and the gxtension of
its recording remit 'to encourage excellence in consenation
of the finest examples.” Als, its role In the £3.1m restoration
of Jessop’s Laigh Milton Viaduct [the world's eldest on a
public railway; the Kiimarneck & Treen], He was amused that
befare work started the ruinous viaduel was bought from its
farmer owners for £21 Later, Emory visited Bo*ness Foundry
wihera its 1596 plagues were cast [PHEW Newsletter 86]. He
walcomed Heriot-Watt University’s support for engineering
history and for heating ICE Scatland Museum with its unique
displays of histaric water supghy, railway and bridge iterms.

Emary’s letters ana awocative of his busy life. In 1996 ha
wrobe,; "Even though our plans for 1997 are incomplete, we
are projecting @ trip to 40 research on moveabls dzms and
alsoto visit England and Scotland. In the meantime fanet and
i witll be going to Austrabia for & lecture tour, our only holiday
of any kength this year. At present Fam trying to complete a
{arge manuscript on navigation on the Great Kanawha Rivera



principal tributary of the Ohio River and one of the major
waterways carrying coal in the USA. | also have a number of
cansulting prajects in restoration, the most interesting of
M.ui:h 153 complete restoration of Chenowoth's 1853 coverad
bridge {Phillipi]. We hope to have documents ready for letting
acontract later in the summer befars | leave far Australia.’

Twizof Emony's prajects of paricular Interest to me were his
$2m restorstion a3 chief engineer of Rhillipl Covered Bridge
W {1B51) by 1991 3oy it 60% destruction by fire. Also, his
restoration plan for Whasaling Bridge that precedsd its S28m
restoration which I enjoved inspecting with him in 1599,

The author M Wheeling Bridze 2iter its restoration € Kemp

Thourgh these words can only give an idea of Emanys lifs and
wiotk, | Feel he would have bean delighted fo sign therm aff|

From a letter to the auther dated 4 Dctober 1599

Select list of Or Emary L. Kermp's publishad books:

{editor} industeiol Archoeology Technigues (Malabzr, FL:
Kreiger Publishing Co. Inc, 1995)

History of the Greot Konawha Navigation (Pittsburgh Univ,
Pr., 1558}

[with] Beverly L. Fury. The Wheeling Suspension Bridge, A
Fictoriol Heritoge (Pictorial Hist. Puldlications. Co., W, 1993)
American Beidge Patents - The First Century, 1790 1890
{Bdorgantown, West Virginia University Prass, 2005)

Essays on the History of Transpartetion and Technology
(Btargantown, West Virginia: Wiest Virginia Un#v. Fr., 2004}
Taming the Muskingun (Morgantown, WY Univ. Pr., 2016)
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