
 
 
  



Translation to English 
 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct 
 
Near Ruabon, Shropshire, Great Britain, 1805. 
 
The remarkable cast-iron aqueduct at Pontcysyllte, one of the finest monuments of the  
Industrial Revolution, carries the Llangollen Branch of the Ellesmere (Shropshire Union) 
Canal 126 ft 8 ins (38.6 m) over the River Dee about 4 km west of Ruabon. It is still 
navigated. This bold creation, which was particularly innovative in an age of generally 
ponderous masonry aqueducts, was erected from 1795-1805 and considered by Sir Walter 
Scott to be the greatest work of art that he had ever seen. It was conceived in cast iron by 
Thomas Telford and designed and executed by him with the assistance of a masterly team 
and the approval and support of William Jessop.  
 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct is over 1000 ft (304.8 m) long and consists of a 12 ft (3.6 m) wide 
by 5 ft (1.5 m) deep cast iron trough bolted on to 19 segmental cast iron arches of 44 ft 6 
ins (13.5 m) span supported from slender stone piers where the approach embankments 
exceed 75 ft (22.8 m) in height. The sides of the trough are formed of plates nominally 1 in 
(25 mm) thick with radiating flanges secured with screw-bolts. The towpath stands above 
the water, leaving sufficient width to accommodate boats of 7 ft (2.1 m) beam. The piers 
are of solid ashlar construction up to a height of 72 ft (21.9 m) and above that hollow a 
characteristic feature of many of Telford's bridges. 
 
Ref: Telford T. Art. 'Navigation Inland' (written 1814-21 first published c.1821), in Edinburgh 
Encyclopaedia, 1830. 
 


