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and three prestigious ICE med-
- als, the Gold Medal, the Garth Watson and
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Roland Paxton was a world authority on civil engineering heritage

School which he left aged 16 to begin work-
ing as a surveyor with Ordnance Survey.
During this period he undertook Natonal
Service with the Royal Artillery based near
Salisbury and from 1955 onwards began
working as a civil engineer in local govern-
ment Combining work with part-time civ-
il engineering study, he graduated in 1959
from Manchester College of Science and
Technology.

Posts in Manchester and Leicester fol-
lowed prior to his moving to Edinburgh in
1965, where latterly he was Senior Princi-
pal Engineerwith Lothian Regional Council
until 1990, involved in planning the Western
Approach Road and preserving Scotland's
oldest railway runnel at St Leonards, Edin-
burgh, “The Innocent Railway”,

Atthesame timeascarrying outlocal gov-
emmentduties, through his own study and
research he was acquiring an unequalled
knowledge of civil engineering history, its
infrastructure and contribution 10 soci-
ety while amassing an extensive personal
archiveof related artefacts, memorabilia,
books and articles. As part of that process
his connection with Heriot-Watt Universi-
ty extended back to 1975 when he obtained
an MSc after part-time study for a thesis on
the life and career of Thomas Telford, the
iconic civil engineer and 1st President of
ICE, while later he was awarded n PhD for a
thesis an the famous lighthouse engineers,
the Stevenson [amily. The Forth Bridge was
another of Roland's interests, and he suc
cemsfully drew political attention to its dete
rloration following its centenary, at which
he had organised the Forth Bridge Cente
nary Symposiunm

Following retirement in 1990, Roland
Joined the University as an ionorary sen-
lor research Fellow producing several now-
ble research papers. before being appoint

ed honorary Professor. Lectures on engi-
neering heritage inspired interest among
students and led to invitations to lecture in
Scandinavia, Japanand United States which
were widely acclaimed. Healso wrote sever

al books on the same topic.

Other appointments included member-
ship of the Royal Commission on Ancient
and Historical Monuments of Scotland, the
first civil engineer so honoured, Chair of
ICE Panel of Historic Engineering Works,
Trustee of the James Clerk Maxwell Foun-
dation and Chair of Forth Bridges' Visitor
Centre, He was also largely responsible for
thecreation of the ICE Seotland Musewm ut
Herlor-Watt University which houses some
670objectsconnected with civil engineering
andwhose websie hoststhe Paxton Archive
consisting of more than 400 materials on
civilengineering topics by orabout Roland

In 1956 at St Mark’s, Dunham Massey,
Cheshire he wed Ann Waterhouse, s domes-
te science teacher, They enjoyed a happy
marriageof 66 years, during which they had
daughters Karenand Adele, with grandchil-
dren Benand Kirstinand great granddaugh
ter Mikaela following. Ann, whowas a great
supportio Roland, deserves much creditfor
her rale in his success.

A multi-laceted gent, Roland's greatest
interest and love was for his family, with
whom he enjoyed hill walking and camping
holidays. Academic butalsoa man of action
he was comfortable climbing to the wp of
the Forth Bridge. Described as “lovely” and
“very personable”, he was not materialist
cally ambitious but always sought Improve
ment, "Alm High” was a [avourite mantra
Humility and an oceasionally wicked sense
ofhumour made him an excellent compan
lon. He bs survived by daughters, grandchil
dren and great granddaughiter
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