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e world-famous
Union Chain Bridge
connecting England

and Scotland has been
recognised by some of the
world’s leading engineering
organisations.
Restoration of the

202-year-oldstructure, the
oldest vehicle suspension
bridgein the world, was com-
pletedin April after every

single piece wasremoved,
checked and restored or re-
placed before being carefully
reassembled.

Now, adelegation of lead-
ingengineers from around
theworld havevisited the
bridge to help unveila special
plaqueontheScottish side of
thestructure, celebrating the
bridgeasan ‘International
Historic Civil Engineering

Landmark’.

The sponsors of the pres-
tigious award are the Institu-
tion of Civil Engineers (UK)
(ICE), the American Society

Union Chain Bridge.

of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
and the Japanese Society

of Civil Engineers, together
with the Patron of Friends of
the Union Chain Bridge, Pro-
fessor Dr Roland Paxton.

Other engineeringland-
marks that have previously
received the honour include
the Brooklyn Bridge in
New York, Sydney Harbour
Bridge in Australia and the
Eiffel Tower.

The plague was original-
ly to have been unveiled in
July 2020, to coincide with
the bridge’s 200th birthday,
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but the global pandemic put
paid to any such events.

Thestructure, isakey
transport link between
Scotland and England and
received £3.14m from The Na-
tional Lottery Heritage Fund
in September 2019.

The ambitious funding bid
was put together by North-
umberland County Council,
Scottish Borders Council, Mu-
seums Northumberland and
community group Friends
of the Union Chain Bridge,
followingserious concerns
about thelong-term future of
the world-famous structure.

Both councils committed
match funding towards the
scheme, with other fundrais-
ing activities progressed by
the Friends of Union Chain
Bridge in support of the pro-
ject.

The restoration, which
spanned not only two coun-
tries but also a global pan-
demicand the extremesof the
British weather, combined
state-of-the-art technical
engineeringand techniques
used in Alpine skiresorts,

with traditional workman-
shipusedwhenthebridge
was first built,

And as well as conserv-
ing the historie structure, the
project teamalsodeveloped a
comprehensive programme
of community engagement
and education activities
throughout the course of the
project.

Eilish McGuinness, chief
executive at The National
Lottery Heritage Fund, said:
“The Union Chain Bridgeisa
testament tothe UK's remark-
able industrial heritage, and
itisfantastic that after more
than 200years thisamazing
structure, which connects
Scotland and England, and
has ashared heritage signifi-
cance for both countries, is
now being celebrated interna-
tionally.

“Weare thrilled that the
Heritage Fund, thanksto
money raised by National
Lottery players, wasable to
support the painstaking and
innovative restoration project
to secure the bridge's future
ensuring it is valued, cared for

and sustained for everyone's
future. Weare also delighted
that our funding also support-
ed an exciting programme of
community engagementand
education activities, that we
hope to seeinspire the next
generation of engineeringen-
thusiaststo continue to build
onthisfascinating heritage.”
Councillor John Green-

well, executive member for
roads development and main-
tenance at Scottish Borders

. Council, said: “The Union

Chain Bridgeisasymbolic
link between Englandand
Scotland and astheworld’s
oldest vehicle suspension
bridge hasaglobal signifi-
cance. Thisaward is very wel-
come indeed in recognising
itshistorical significanceand
the feats of engineering that
have made this restoration

Friends of the Union Chain
Bridge, added: “We arede-
lighted that the bridge, which
issogreatly valued by our
members, has been awarded
such animportant accolade
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Uni ballot
on pay

Unite has confirmed that
its members employed in
anumber of universities
across Scotland will be bal-
loted for strike action fol-
lowing thefailure toreach
agrement on the 2023/24
pay award.

This dispute is part of
anational Higher Educa-
tion pay dispute, the bal-
lot in Scotland will run
from July17 and close on
August 21. There was also
a failure to reach agree-
ment on the sub inflation
2022/23 award which re-
sulted in Unite members
taking partinstrikeaction
last year.

Unite general secre-
tary Sharon Graham said:
“The UCEA has consist-
ently failed to negotiate
an improvement on the
offer and this protracted
dispute is the outcome of
their inertia in reaching
a settlement. University
workers went above and

beyond during Covid 19
and this is how they are
repaid.”
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